
  

The Juvenile Justice System and Disproportionate Minority Contact/ DMC: A Fifty Year History  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

1974:  
JJDPA Created 

 

Congress passes 

the Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention 

Act (JJDPA) 

1988: 
DMC is born 

 

Congress amends JJDPA to include 

Disproportionate Minority 

Confinement (DMC) 

This required states JJDPA funding 

to collect and track data on DMC. 

1992: 
DMC made Core 

Requirement 
 

Congress amends JJDPA again- DMC 

is made a “core requirement”. 

States required to collect/ track data 

and develop/ implement plans to 

reduce DMC or government could 

withhold 25% of state’s JJDPA 

funding 

2014: 
Overdue for 

Reauthorization 
 

The JJDPA has not been 

reauthorized since 2002. 
 

 

2011 
Youth of color:  

-45% of youth in U.S. 
(under 21) 
 

-Accounted for 71% of 
youth held in 
detention (nationwide) 
 

-Accounted for 66% of 
youth committed to 
juvenile facilities 

 

1964 2014 

 

1974 1984 

1964:  
Gerald Gault  

15-year old taken into custody after 

neighbor’s complaint of 

inappropriate phone call; parents 

not notified.  

Gault is found guilty without an 

attorney, sworn witness, or court 

transcript; ordered to be confined 

to the State Industrial School until 

21.   

1967: 
In re Gault 

 

U.S. Supreme Court 

landmark decision for 

children’s rights: 

Juveniles accused of crimes 

in a delinquency proceeding 

must be afforded many of 

the same due process rights 

as adults. 

 

1974: Children, youth, and families 
involved in juvenile and criminal 

courts should be guarded by federal 
standards for care and custody 

 

 

  1988: “The issue of differential criminal and juvenile justice rates for 

minorities is a growing problem… Minority youth are being 

incarcerated in public correctional facilities at a rate 3 to 4 times that 

of whites.” 

2004: The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation invest and 
create Models for Change 

 

“Every young person should have the opportunity to grow 
up with a good education, get a job, and participate in their 

community.” 
 

 
 

 

Late 1980’s 
Tough on Crime 

Public perceive that juvenile 
crime is on the rise and that 
the system is too lenient- 
many states pass punitive laws, 
including mandatory 
sentences. 
 
 

 

2001 
Two-thirds of States 
(studied) demonstrated 
a race effect at some 
stage of the process 
that resulted in poorer 
outcomes for youth of 
color. 
 

 

1994 

2002: 
DMC Expands 

Purpose 
 

Congress amends JJDPA to 

include Disproportionate 

Minority Contact (DMC) 

States must address the 

overrepresentation of 

youth of color at each key 

stage of the juvenile 

justice process. 

W. Haywood Burns 
Institute founded 
sparking the need for 
data collection & 
reform 
 

 

2013 
Adolescent Brain 

Development 
 

Juvenile Justice 
Reform 
Committee 
recommends a 
developmental 
approach to 
juvenile justice 
based on 
scientific evidence 
about adolescent 
development/ 
characteristics vs. 
system-wide 
assumptions 
 

 

 

2004 

1992: The federal government recognized that youth 
of color were treated differently by the justice 

system. “Youth facilities are overcrowded 
and deplorable” 
 

 
 

 

“Placement in locked detention significantly increases the odds that youth will be found delinquent and committed to 
corrections facilities and can seriously damage their prospects for future success.” 

 

1992: The Annie E. Casey Foundation begins a pilot program: Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) 
 
 

 

2014: Despite JJDPA 
legislation, youth of color 
continue to be arrested, 
charged, and incarcerated 
more than white youth for 
similar conduct, and are 
overrepresented at every 
decision-making point. 
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